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You will notice that all the 
images in this newsletter 
are suggestions and gift 
ideas from your Co-op, es- 
pecially our local busi- 
nesses, farms and vendors. 
A more complete listing of 
local vendors can be found 
on our website, along with 


the “food miles” or distance 


these products have trav- 
eled: ypsifoodcoop.org/content/ 


local-vendors. 


Combining local products 
and foods in a gift basket 
could be fun to give. With 
teas, honeys, and cookies 
for a High Tea Basket, or a 
selection of cocoas and ve- 
gan marshmallows, you will 
keep your loved ones 
warm. Maybe some Calder 
eggnog in the collector holi- 
day bottle. A Baking Bas- 
ket, with Westwind Milling 


December Happy Holidays 2015 
From our family to yours 


Thanks for being a great customer! 


$15.00 off $75.00 


Good December 7 - 25, 2015 
Limit one coupon per customer within December. 
Not valid for employees-volunteers or special orders. 


Company mixes and hand- 
crocheted Spiral Dishcloths 
made by Nancy Peeters of Kala- 
mazoo. 


The warm glow of pure bees- 
wax candles is a gift that will 
last for a long time. We have 
many styles of candles, includ- 
ing pillars, balls, tapers, and 
more, from Poppy Candles and 
Sunbeam Candles. 


While not locally made, YFC 
has a beautiful selection of col- 
orful Fair-Trade woolens. Keep 
your loved one warm this win- 
ter with lined wool hats, mit- 
tens, and scarves. The Co-op 
carries fair-trade apparel items 
from Ypsilanti’s Maggie’s Or- 
ganics. Give wool socks from 
Maggie’s to warm the heart 
AND the sole!!! In YFC’s Gifts 
Alcove, there are many more 
options. 


TI 
Shop Your Co-op for the Holidays! 


A popular food gift item: 
Make a special someone a 
shared “Michi-talian” 
feast! Include Sauces by 
Monique with Al Dente 
Pasta from Whitmore 
Lake. Complete your menu 
with a Co-op Bakery ba- 
guette and a dry Michigan 
red wine from Boskydel. 


For stocking stuffers, there 
are plenty of options of 
chocolate, including 
Mindo Chocolates or a 
bottle of Ray’s Polish Fire 
or Turt’s hot sauce. 
Don’t forget to pick up a 
2016 Calendar and your 
holiday will be all set! 

As a Co-op shopper ob- 
served, “Let’s help Main 
Street, not Wall Street!” 


YFC offers 
bird seed varieties 
guaranteed to attract 


Michigan’s beautiful 

winter birds. Check- 

out our selection of 
seeds and suet! 


clip & save.. 


PAGE 2 


It’s that time of year 
again, when your co-op 
membership will be expir- 
ing unless you are a paid- 
in-full Gold 
Card mem- 
ber! Mem- 
bership runs 
“T for each cal- 

= endar year, 
so beginning 
in January, 
you will not 
receive the 
2% discount 
unless you renew. You 
can renew at any time 
during the year, and can 
start now in December 
for 2016. 


While anyone can shop 
and membership is op- 
tional, why join and be- 
come a member-owner 
of the Ypsilanti food co- 
op? Because member- 
ship has benefits for the 
entire community, for 
you the member, and for 
our YFC grocery store. 


African Market 
Baskets 


Ownership is 


The Co-op 


Difference 


Member-ownership is a 
crucial tool for building 
our community economy 
and food system. YFC 
provides a market for 
local growers that is more 
personal and flexible for 
the farmers. Richard 
Andres of Tantre Farm 
has helped articulate the 
struggles of small farmers 
who sometimes battle 

| smaller yields, crop fail- 


‘Membership Renewal "=== 


ures, “ugly fruit,” late ripen- 
ing and other challenges. 
YFC has the flexibility and 
independence to make on 
the spot decisions as we 
work directly with farmers 
and other local vendors. We 
can buy and sell small 
amounts of product. Large 
corporate chains located 
out-of-state are much more 
demanding and rigid. Selling 
to YFC means that small 
businesses and farmers can 
experiment with new varie- 
ties, while still being as- 
sured of income. You see? 
Everyone benefits. 


Co-op members not only 
have the benefit of local, 
organic, and healthier food, 
but also a more personal 
and justice-oriented place 
to shop. Members can ex- 
press their wants and needs 
directly to caring employees 
and management that have 
the ability to take action on 
their concerns right away. 
That same staff are well in- 
formed and able to answer 
members’ questions about 
what we sell. 


Members in good standing 
get a 2% register discount; 
and when their Fair Share 
investment reaches a total 
of $200, they become “Gold 
Card members” and receive 
a discount of 4%. Since the 
Co-op is a democratic insti- 
tution, each member gets a 
vote and helps determine 


N 


the direction of our store. 
We truly own it! 


The Ypsilanti Food Co-op 
needs your membership! 
We can’t do it without you, 
the customers. Food co-ops 
around the country are 
struggling with decreased 
sales due to increased com- 
petition. As we finish our 
40" anniversary year, 
please consider joining or 
renewing your membership 
so that YFC will be around 
for another 40 years and 
continue to provide our 
food system and community 
with all of these benefits. 
The Co-op invests in and is 
part of the community. It’s 
not just here to make a 
profit. It’s a way to connect 
and get good food. 


In December, you can 
renew your 2016 Co-op 
membership early and it will 
be in force immediately. 
That’s like getting an extra 
month of Co-op member- 
ship for free! 


Your Fair Share investment 
works to keep your Co-op 
thriving. Should you ever 
leave YFC, your money is 
refundable, minus the origi- 
nal $10 admin fee. Thanks 
for investing in your Co-op! 


Please join us for an Tour & 
Orientation on Mon., 
December 16, at 6pm. 
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Local Vendor Boskjae 
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Craft Beers & 
p Micřobiri 
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Boskydel is a unique name in Michigan wines: it 
means "a place having trees and shrubs" but also is 
slang for "tipsy." 

It began in 1965, when Bernie Rink got hold of Phil 
Wagner's book, "American Wines and Winemaking." 
He had access to land, having bought 16 rolling acres 
in the middle of Leelanau County, the state's "little 
finger," jutting out into northern Lake Michigan. Sit- 
ting on the 45th parallel, the peninsula is on a latitu- 
dinal par with winegrowing regions in southern 
France and northern Italy. 


In an effort to turn his five sons into economic assets, 
Bernie decided to plant a one-acre test plot of sev- 
eral French-American hybrid grape varieties. (He de- 
stroyed his sons' baseball diamond in the process.) 
His son Jim Rink (editor of the American Wine Society 
Wine Journal) writes: “We 
used to make up lively 


little songs to the tune of Tah, Rah, Rah, Boom-de-ay: 
“We work at Boskydel, the closest thing to hell. 
We're never treated well, at slave camp Boskydel!” 


Jim Rink continues: "Little did we know at the time, 
that his ‘field of dreams' would eventually lead to the 
establishment of the commercial wine industry in 
northern Michigan." 


Boskydel's varietals - Vignoles, Soleil Blanc, Seyval 
Blanc, deChaunac and Rose de Chaunac - are decid- 
edly French in character. They are crisp, clear wines 
with a touch of oak and plenty of time in the bottle. 
The winery bottles approximately 6,500 gallons per 
year. Emphasis is placed on intensive viticulture. 


"If you grow good grapes, the wine will make itself," 
Bernie Rink says. 


Try Boskydel Wines at our tasting 


December 5th from noon to 3pm 


| YPSILANTI FOOD Co-op | The Co-op 


General Manager Subbing as 
| Editor 


difference: 


_ Corinne Sikorski 
*  Corinne@ypsifoodcoop.org | 
| Editor 

* Lisa Marshall Bashert 

| lisa@ypsifoodcoop.org | 


motive. 


Special Thanks 
| to: 


Our Board and all the 
| staff, volunteers and 
members . 
" Printer : 
| Standard Printing, Ypsilanti, MI | 
Printed on 100% recycled paper from 


the French Paper Company of Niles, MI i 
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Saturday, December 5 

Boskydel Wine Tasting at the Co-op noon—3 pm 
Join us at the Food Co-op for a tasting of Boskydel 
Wines 


Saturday, December 5 
Depot Town Tree Lighting 6 pm 


Tuesday, December 15, 6:30 pm 

Board of Directors Meeting at Spark East office 
Ethics Committee updates are posted in the store, 
and will be posted on the YFC website. 


Wednesday December 16, 6:00-6:45pm 

New Member Orientation at YFC 

“Get to Know Your YFC Grocery Store!” with a 
short presentation and a tour of the Food Co-op. 
12% grocery discount for attending! New mem- 
bers especially invited. 


Saturday, December 19, 11:00am-1pm 
Zenuine Brew Tea Tasting 


we are governed by 


www.ypsifoodcoop.org 


CO-OP, 


e ar pCi 2 VOLUNTARY AND OPEN MEMBERSHIP 


anyone can be a sunen & anyone can shop 


eB DEMOCRATIC MEMBER CONTROL 
sounens elect a valunteen Kooand. ag Oinectona 


MEMBERS’ ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION 
ownene held equity iW oun ce-ep 
%9 AUTONOMY AND INDEPENDENCE 


EDUCATION, TRAINING & INFORMATION 
we heat pegent clasata, demas § discuaaitha 


fta COOPERATION AMONG COOPERATIVES 
CONCERN FOR COMMUNITY 


—Poster from Friendly City Food Co-op 


Ypsi Food Co-op will be open 
abbreviated hours on: 

Christmas Eve, Dec 24, open 9am to 5pm 
New Year’s Eve, Dec 31, open 9am to 7pm 
CO-OP CLOSED: 

Christmas and New Year’s Day 


Saturday, January 2 Inventory 


We will open at 10 am to complete cleaning up after 
store inventory! 


Can’t figure out what to get? 


Never fear! Your Co-op has gift 


cards for your giving pleasure! 


